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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District 
Council  of  the  Sedgefield  Union. 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  pleasing  duty  to  lay  before  you  my  first 
Annual  Report  of  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of 
the  Sedgefield  Rural  District  Council  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1898. 

The  Mortality  from  all  causes,  excluding  168  deaths 
which  occurred  at  the  Durham  County  Asylum,  amounted 
to  342,  comprising  178  males  and  164  females;  four  of 
these  deaths  took  place  outside  your  district,  but  being 
persons  belonging  thereto  are  to  be  included  in  the  total. 

Births  registered  during  the  year  were  704,  and  of 
this  number  348  males  and  356  females  made  up  the  total. 

Vital  Statistics  are  calculated  on  an  estimated 
population  of  18,860,  the  inmates  of  the  County  Asylum 
being  deducted,  and  allowance  made  for  the  incorporation 
of  Low  Spennymoor  with  the  Spennymoor  Urban  District. 

The  Rate  of  Mortality  is  18!  per  1,000,  being 
equal  to  the  average  maintained  during  the  last  five  years. 

The  main  factor  which  contributes  to  this  death-rate 
so  largely,  is  the  disproportinate  number  of  deaths  of 
those  of  tender  years,  slightly  more  than  one-third  of  the 
total  number  of  deaths  being  in  children  under  one  year 
of  age,  and  exactly  half  from  those  under  five  years  of 
age. 
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It  is  interesting  to  remark  the  difference  between  the 
rates  of  the  agricultural  portion  of  your  district,  namely, 
Bishopton  and  Sedgefield,  where  the  rate  per  1,000  is 
11  02,  and  the  industrial  centres  of  Ferryhill,  Trimdon 
and  Cornforth,  where  it  amounts  to  18*9  per  1,000. 

The  Birth-Bate  amounts  to  37*4,  being  the  lowest 
which  has  been  recorded  during  the  last  five  years. 

The  Infant  Mortality  is  118,  and  the  death-rate 
per  1,000  births  amounts  to  153*4,  which,  with  one 
exception,  is  lower  than  has  been  recorded  during  the  last 
five  years. 

The  following  are  the  causes  to  which  it  is  attributed: 
— Impaired  Viability  due  to  Premature  Birth,  Protracted 
and  Difficult  Labour,  and  other  Congenital  Conditions,  46 ; 
Cerebral  Affections,  25;  Gastric  and  Intestinal  Derange¬ 
ments,  23;  Pulmonary  Diseases,  16;  Zymotic  Diseases,  6; 
Unclassified,  2. 

Longevity. — Forty-one  persons  reached  the  age  of 
70  years  and  over.  There  were  eight  octogenarians,  and 
one  nonogenarian. 

The  Zymotic  Class  of  Diseases  was  slightly  more 

o 

prevalent  this  year  than  last.  The  mortality  from  this 
cause  numbered  43,  giving  a  death-rate  of  2*2  per  1,000, 
which  compares  favourably  with  2*1  per  1,000  in  1897. 

The  Number  of  Notifications  received  amount  to 
260,  or  19  less  than  the  preceding  year,  and  include  150 
cases  of  Scarlatina,  7  of  Diphtheria,  4  of  Croup,  Enteric 
or  Typhoid  Fever  43,  Continued  Fever  15,  Erysipelas  39, 
Puerperal  Fever  1,  Relapsing  Fever  1. 

The  deaths  from  these  causes  numbered  24;  8  being 
from  Scarlatina,  2  from  Diphtheria,  3  from  Croup,  8  from 
Enteric  Fever,  1  from  Puerperal  Fever,  and  2  from 
Erysipelas. 
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There  were  also  20  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  not 
included  in  the  schedule  of  the  Notification  Act,  namely, 
13  from  Diarrhoea,  and  7  from  Whooping  Cough. 

Scarlatina  continues  to  be  exceedingly  prevalent, 
and  of  the  150  cases  notified  1  occurred  in  the  Bishop  ton 
Division,  9  in  the  Ferryhill,  126  in  Cornforth,  and  14  in 
Trimdon. 

The  continuance  of  this  disease  in  your  district  is  due 
mainly  to  these  factors:  on  the  one  hand,  the  impossibility 
to  isolate  cases  where  they  occur,  owing  to  many  families 
having  only  two  living  rooms;  and  on  the  other,  the  want 
of  care,  selfishness  and  foolish  bravado  of  those  suffering 
from  or  having  charge  of  those  with  the  disease  in 
neglecting  to  exercise  the  necessary  precautions  which  lie 
in  their  power  to  prevent  others  from  taking  the  infection. 

Of  the  8  deaths  attributed  to  this  cause,  1  took  place 
in  the  Ferryhill  Division  of  your  district,  and  7  in  the 
Cornforth  Division. 

Diphtheria. — Seven  cases  were  notified,  and  2 
deaths  resulted,  1  at  Sedgefield,  and  1  at  Cornforth. 

Four  of  the  cases  notified  were  in  the  Cornforth 
District,  and  three  at  Sedgefield,  one  of  which  was  at 
Bradbury  Station  Cottages,  where  a  better  water  supply  is 
much  needed. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  was  most  prevalent  in 
the  Trimdon  and  Cornforth  Divisions,  where  18  and  14 
cases  were  notified  respectively ;  7  cases  also  were  notified 
in  Ferryhill,  2  in  Sedgefield,  and  1  at  Bishopton. 

The  deaths  numbered  8,  4  at  Cornforth  and  4  at 
Trimdon. 
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Continued  Fever  was  not  so  prevalent  as  in  the 
preceding  year,  only  15  cases  being  notified,  with  no  fatal 
termination,  whereas  in  1897  38  cases  occurred  with 
3  deaths. 

The  predominance  of  these  diseases,  Typhoid  and 
Continued  Fever,  in  the  Trimdon  and  Cornforth  Divisions 
of  your  district,  where  over-crowding,  large  open  ash-pits, 
and  faulty  drainage  contribute  to  their  origin,  are  the 
defects  calling  for  attention  from  your  Council. 

Measles  have  not  been  at  all  prevalent  during  the 
year.  Several  cases  were  imported  from  Darlington  into 
Sedgefield,  but  were  isolated,  and  the  disease  did  not 
spread,  and  no  deaths  have  been  recorded  from  this  cause 
throughout  your  district. 

Whooping  Cough  has  been  slightly  more  marked 
than  in  1897,  7  deaths  being  recorded  from  this  cause. 

Influenza  of  a  mild  type  has  appeared  at  intervals 
during  the  year.  Only  4  deaths  were  attributed  to  this 
cause,  2  of  which  occurred  at  the  Durham  County 
Asylum. 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis. — The  deaths  from  this  cause 
is  the  lowest  yet  recorded  in  your  district,  only  18  deaths 
being  attributed  to  it;  3  occurred  in  Sedgefield,  4  in 
Ferry  hill,  5  in  Cornforth,  and  G  in  the  Trimdon  Division 
of  your  district. 

Pulmonary  Diseases  have  been  the  cause  of  45 
deaths,  32  of  which  were  in  persons  of  under  five  years  of 
age,  showing  how  fatal  this  class  of  disease  is  to  those  of 
tender  years.  The  death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
from  this  cause  was  2 -3. 
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Injuries. — Eleven  deaths  were  attributed  to  this 
cause,  7  being  in  the  Trimdon,  3  in  the  Cornforth,  and  1  in 
the  Ferry  hill  Division  of  your  district. 

The  General  Sanitation  of  the  district  continues 
to  improve;  old  open  midden  privies  are  being  gradually 
substituted  for  privy  ashpits  and  pan  closets,  and  the 
contracts  for  scavenging  have  been  fairly  well  carried  out. 
The  benefits  accruing  from  such  should  be  extended  to 
other  townships  for  the  removal  of  house  refuse  by 
contract. 

The  delay  in  coming  into  operation  of  the  Code  of 
Bye-laws  under  Part  iii  of  The  Public  Health  Act  (Amend¬ 
ment  Act)  1890,  which  your  Council  adopted  in  1897,  is 
much  to  be  regretted  as  their  aid  is  needed  to  effect 
many  improvements  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
district. 

The  Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  for  the 
removal  of  nuisances  amounts  to  151,  whilst  3,957 
nuisances  have  been  abated,  and  194  houses  have  been 
dealt  with  under  The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act. 


Five  Closing  Orders  were  made  under  the 
Nuisances  Clauses  of  The  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and 
one  case  was  dealt  with  under  The  Public  Health  Act  and 
a  Closing  Order  obtained. 

House  Drainage  has  been  regularly  inspected  and 
much  improved. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  been  proceeded  with 
during  the  year,  and  disposal  works  are  still  in  progress  in 
the  townships  of  Trimdon,  Ferryhill  and  Cornforth. 
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Water  Supply. — These  have  been  maintained  to  the 
best  advantage,  although  Trimdon  has  not  been  at  all 
satisfactory,  but  recent  improvements  have  been  made 
which  are  expected  to  remedy  the  defects  complained  of. 

Sedgefield  Water  Supply. — Your  Council  has  had 
the  consideration  of  this  question  under  your  notice  since 
the  Autumn,  and  I  regret  nothing  tangible  has  yet  been 
done  towards  rectifying  the  present  most  unsatisfactory 
supply,  which  is  derived  from  4  public  and  86  private 
pumps.  These  I  have  inspected,  with  the  following  result: 

Taking  the  public  ones  first,  two  have  been  condemned 
by  your  Council  as  unfit  for  domestic  consumption;  the 
remainder  have  both  at  short  intervals  during  the  day  in 
the  past  year  been  dry.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  private 
ones,  11  are  satisfactory;  13,  by  reason  of  an  intermittent 
supply,  or  dangerous  proximity  to  middens,  dwellings,  and 
other  sources  of  pollution,  I  regard  with  great  suspicion; 
11  are  either  dry,  or,  on  account  of  the  quality  of  the 
water,  unfit  and  not  used  for  drinking  purposes;  and  one 
has  become  extinct,  the  well  having  been  made  into  a 
privy.  All  the  wells  from  which  these  pumps  derive  their 
supply  are  what  are  known  as  shallow  wells,  in  contra¬ 
distinction  to  deep  wells,  which  are  more  than  50  feet  deep 
and  generally  sunk  through  an  impervious  stratum,  which 
prevents  the  infiltration  of  surface  impurities,  wherein  lies 
the  danger  of  shallow  wells;  and  in  the  Sixth  Report  of 
the  River  Pollution  Commissioners,  as  regards  the  drinking 
qualities  of  water  founded  upon  their  respective  sources, 
they  classify  such  wells  from  which  this  village  derives  its 
supply  as  dangerous  but  palatable. 

The  Common  Lodging-Houses. — These  have  been 
regularly  inspected  and  fairly  well  conducted.  The 
average  number  of  lodgers  frequenting  them  weekly  has 

amounted  to  169. 
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The  Number  of  Vagrants  admitted  to  the  Casual 
Wards  of  the  Workhouse  amounted  to  3,048,  against  3,446 
the  previous  year. 

Building  Operations  include  42  new  houses  erected 
and  56  re-constructed,  viz.,  Cornforth  12,  Sedgefield  5, 
Ferryhill  12,  Mainsforth  2,  Trimdon  5  and  30  re-constructed, 
Bishop  Middleham  1  and  2  re-constructed,  Bishopton 
1  re-constructed,  Elstob  2  erected,  Chilton  no  new  houses 
but  23  were  re- constructed,  Stiilington  3  new  houses 
erected. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  have  had  their  necessary 
share  of  attention,  and  kept  fairly  satisfactory. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  tender  my  grateful  acknow¬ 
ledgements  to  the  several  medical  gentlemen  practising  in 
the  district  for  their  kindness  and  courtesy,  and  also  to 
Mr.  Snowdon,  your  Surveyor,  and  his  Assistant,  to  whom 
I  am  much  indebted  for  the  assistance  they  have  rendered 
in  the  execution  of  my  duties. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FREDERICK  HUNTON,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sedgefield, 

February  6th,  1899. 
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'  t  Incorporation  of  LowSpennymoor  with  the  Spennymoor  Urban  District,  with  an  area  of  232  acres,  and  a  population  of  1044.  *  Explosion  of  “  Are  damp"  at  Trimdon  Grange  Colliery,  68  killed. 
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